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Celebrating Black History Month

"The Martinsburg Rotary Club celebrated National Black History Month with a special
program put together by Manuel Washington. During their regular meetings at the
Holiday Inn in Martinsburg, Rotary members gather to learn more about black history.
“Last year was the first time the Rotary Club recognized National Black History month
like this,” Washington said. “We focused on the advancement of civil rights throughout
history within America. We talked about figures like Martin Luther King, Jr. and their
impact. This year we wanted to focus on local black history.”
In order to do this, Washington invited Norman Marriott to speak to the group about his
family’s history. Marriott’s family rose from slavery in the 1800s and 1900s. His great
grandfather was a slave in North Carolina and became one of the richest black men in
Wake County in 1932.
Marriott was invited onstage with Max Oates who interviewed Marriott about his family.
When Marriott’s great-grandfather, Charles Marriott, became a free man, his previous
master took him in and treated him like a son. He gave Charles his own piece of land
which Charles cultivated and made into a saw mill. He also opened a general store and
raised bees for local farmers. Charles got married and had 11 kids, three of whom died.
“My grandfather believed in education,” Marriott said during the interview. “He sent all
eight of his kids to college and gave them each 100 acres of land. His saw mill is still
prospering today because as he would cut down trees he would plant more.”



Student Guests

Cont...

Charles Marriott would help build schools, a church and also donate land to create a black
cemetery. His legacy lives on through his grandchildren who still live of his house today.
Norman Marriott grew up in Philadelphia with his grandmother and mother and would travel
down to North Carolina in the summer. Marriott explained how he was only four generations
away from being a slave himself. Despite that, his family has grown and mixed many others.
“We’re all humans so we all mix together,” Marriott said.
After Marriott’s interview, Ugima Tyson and Heather Lekas performed a Lyrical Dance of
Reconciliation. The piece focused on forgiveness and friendship regardless of race. Tyson and
Lekas both live in Bunker Hill and wanted to show that people can be friends despite their
differences."
By Ainsley Hall ahall@journal-news.net

March 02 - Carol Rhan, Women in the Military
March 09 - Police Chief Swartwood, City Police Dep
March 14 - Board Meeting
March 16 - Monty Cater – College Football Hall of Fame Coach
March 23 - Mark Baldwin
March 30 - Sandra Marra, CEO Appalachian Trail Conservancy

Future Programs:  



Our club is looking to find and sponsor local young adults who are interested in having exciting, life
changing experiences as exchange students living abroad! The club’s exchange student committee
would be happy to talk with those interested in applying for this year’s Rotary outbound exchange
student program. The committee members are Elaine Bartoldson, Maria Lorensen, Richard McCune, Buzz
Poland and Doug Frye.
ShelterBox - there is still a continuing need for support of the mission in Ukraine and 10 other countries
with horrendous refugee needs. Pete Mulford is our representative if interested in donating. 

Feb 26 - Hagerstown Rotary David Henneberger Memorial Bull & Oyster Roast, HGC Noon-5PM
March 11-12 - 2nd Annual Rotary Pickleball Tournament, Randy Smith Center, Inwood
Mar 12-19 - Rotary Leadership Academy, Part 3
Mar 18-26 - Global Grant - Trip planned to see the water well project in El Salvador. 
May 27-31 - Rotary International Conference, Melbourne, Australia
June 22 - Installation Dinner

Upcoming Rotary Club Calendar & President notes:



Hal Van Meter presented
his new member
biography for the group.




