
Toni Milbourne, Martinsburg Journal Editor, presented the top ten
stories of the year. Her and the team at the Journal go through all
the stories of the entire year annually to come up with this list which
will be published in the last paper of 2023. Our club got a sneak peak
of what the top stories were for the year. Before she stated with the
list, she explained how difficult it is to choose just 10 stories so
there a few that made the Honorable Mention list. Those were:
Hilltop House Hotel project request TIF District delineation, Biarelli
names as Hospice Director, Berkeley County Council reverts to
Berkeley County Commission, and GM strike affects local workers. 
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Top 10 Stories in 2023

10 Jefferson County Commission
takes over ambulance service;
dissolves the Board of
Emergency Services Agency.

9 Commercial Metals Company (CMC)
breaks ground in Berkeley County.

8 Berkeley and Jefferson County Boards of
Education swear in new superintendents:
William “Chuck” Bishop & Ronald Stephens.



7 Karrington Childress crowned Miss West
Virginia. Allison Dodson crowned Miss
West Virginia Teen.

6 West Virginia American Water completes
acquisition of Jefferson Utilities.

5 Martinsburg sees retirements of City
Manager Mark Baldwin and Police Chief
George Swartwood after 27 and 39 years
respectively.

4 Air Show returns to Martinsburg’s Eastern
Regional Airport.

3 Route 340 undergoes rockslide mitigation
work. Highway closed to traffic for three
months.

2 Jefferson County Commission struggles to
appoint new commissioner. two
commissioners boycott meetings,
claiming abuse of power by president.



Rotary Club of Martinsburg Calendar & President Notes

RLI Main Line Part 1, January 22, 2024 at 6:30 PM
RLI Main Line Part 2, February 20, 2024 at 8:00 AM
3rd Annual Pickleball Tournament, March 9-10 at Randy Smith Center
RLI Main Line Part 3, March 25, 2024 at 6:30 PM

Upcoming Programs:  
Dec 28 - District Programs - RYLA, Youth Exchange
Jan 4 - Elder Abuse Prevention
Jan 11 - Martinsburg - Year in Review
Jan 18 - Martinsburg Public Library




