
     "Lift Every Voice and Sing" is a hymn often referred to as the
Black National Anthem. It was written as a poem by James
Weldon Johnson in 1900 and set to music by his brother, John
Rosamond Johnson. The song was first performed by 500
school children in Jacksonville, Florida, to celebrate President
Abraham Lincoln's birthday.
     The hymn quickly gained popularity within African American
communities and was adopted by the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as its official song
in 1919. The lyrics of the song reflect the struggles and
triumphs of African Americans, drawing on themes of faith,
resilience, and hope. "Lift Every Voice and Sing" had a profound
impact on the civil rights movements. It served as a powerful
anthem that united African Americans in their fight for equality
and justice. The song's lyrics, which speak of faith, resilience,
and hope, resonated deeply with those involved in the struggle
for civil rights.
     During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, the
song was often sung at rallies, marches, and meetings. It
provided a sense of solidarity and inspiration to those fighting
against segregation and discrimination. The hymn's message of
overcoming adversity and striving for a better future became a
rallying cry for activists and supporters.
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Black History Month

"If I Can Help Somebody" continues to be a cherished
hymn, reminding people of the importance of
compassion, service, and making a positive impact
on the lives of others.

“If I can help somebody as I travel along
If I can help somebody in a word or a song
If I can help somebody from doing wrong

No, my living shall not be in vain”

Ujima Tyson and Helen Harris
serenaded our club with the “Lift Every
Voice and Sing” hymn, referred to as
the Black National Anthem. Club
members were encouraged to join in
and sing. Ujima presented to our club
about Black History Month.







Rotary Club of Martinsburg Calendar & Programs
Mar 6 - El Salvador - International Partnerships
Mar 8-9 - 4th Annual Rotary Pickleball Classic event
Mar 11 - Discover Rotary 5:30PM @ Holiday Inn
Mar 13 - Bob O’Conner @ Senior Center********
Mar 20 - Angelina Gray
Mar 27 - Grants Presentation 
Mar 28-30 - District Conference at Bedford Springs
Apr 3 - New Member Bios
May 14 - Annual Rotary Golf Tournament

Member Anniversaries
Mar 1 - Fred Hollida, 38
Mar 1 - Doug Arndt, 36
Mar 1 - Jeff Arndt, 36
Mar 1 - Craig Collis, 33
Mar 1 - Scott Slick, 7
Mar 3 - Norman Marriott, 3

Mrs. Fleming, educator at Spring
Mills High School, brought two
exceptional students to our meeting
today. Brenna McTighe and
McKenzie Phebus spoke about all of
their accomplishments at Spring
Mills High so far and shared their
future aspirations. 

The month of March is Water
Sanitation & Hygiene Month, as
recognized by Rotary International.
Our club, among many others, has
donated funds to combat this issue
internationally. 

Member Birthdays
Mar 1 - Christine Glover
Mar 1 - Cari Lefeber
Mar 2 - Dustin Branner
Mar 2 - Fred Hollida
Mar 3 - John Taylor
Mar 4 - Leslie Crabill
Mar 5 - Andrew Beckwith
Mar 9 - Maria Lorensen
Mar 9 - Diane Smith
Mar 9 - Steve Truax



Kindness Day
March 4, 2025

FCA Interact Club initiates a day to promote individual acts of
kindness to one another. A dedicated day to celebrate and

practice kindness can inspire individuals to engage in acts of
goodwill and spread positivity through out our community!






